
The	
  WADC	
  Project	
  
	
  
The	
  CEOS	
  Working	
  Group	
  on	
  Information	
  Systems	
  &	
  Services	
  (WGISS)	
  Architecture	
  and	
  Data	
  
Contributions	
  (WADC)	
  project	
  was	
  originally	
  set	
  up	
  to	
  contribute	
  WGISS	
  outputs	
  to	
  the	
  
intergovernmental	
  Group	
  on	
  Earth	
  Observations	
  (GEO).	
  
	
  
Eventually,	
  project	
  participants	
  recognized	
  that	
  providing	
  a	
  single	
  access	
  point	
  to	
  CEOS	
  Agency	
  catalog	
  
systems	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  major	
  contribution	
  to	
  GEO	
  efforts	
  and,	
  therefore,	
  began	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  design	
  
of	
  the	
  CEOS	
  WGISS	
  Integrated	
  Catalog	
  (CWIC).	
  The	
  WADC	
  Project	
  was	
  then	
  renamed	
  the	
  CWIC	
  project,	
  
since	
  CWIC	
  became	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  its	
  efforts.	
  The	
  original	
  WADC	
  purpose	
  and	
  objectives	
  are	
  preserved	
  
below.	
  
	
  
WADC	
  Purpose	
  &	
  Objectives 
	
  
Purpose:	
  	
  Facilitate	
  access	
  to	
  and	
  the	
  development,	
  availability,	
  and	
  harmonization	
  of	
  data,	
  metadata,	
  and	
  
products	
  commonly	
  required	
  across	
  diverse	
  societal	
  benefit	
  areas,	
  including	
  base	
  maps,	
  land-­‐cover	
  
datasets,	
  and	
  common	
  socioeconomic	
  data	
  from	
  WGISS	
  Agencies	
  and	
  to	
  provide	
  inputs	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  
functioning	
  of	
  the	
  Global	
  Earth	
  Observation	
  System	
  of	
  Systems	
  (GEOSS)	
  that	
  correspond	
  to	
  the	
  
appropriate	
  Group	
  on	
  Earth	
  Observation	
  (GEO)	
  Work	
  Plan	
  Tasks.	
  

The	
  WADC	
  project	
  is	
  focused	
  the	
  on	
  following	
  objectives:	
  

• Harness	
  and	
  focus	
  the	
  WGISS	
  member	
  activities	
  to	
  support	
  GEO	
  Task	
  DA-­‐09-­‐01	
  (Data,	
  Metadata,	
  and	
  
Products	
  Harmonization)	
  by:	
  

o Conducting	
  an	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Current	
  Capabilities	
  that	
  reports	
  on	
  the	
  current	
  state	
  of	
  the	
  
practice	
  in	
  providing	
  Earth	
  observation	
  (EO)	
  data	
  and	
  services.	
  	
  The	
  assessment	
  should	
  include	
  
a	
  summary	
  of	
  historic	
  and	
  on-­‐going	
  efforts	
  at	
  standardization/harmonization	
  and	
  the	
  
identification	
  of	
  issues	
  or	
  barriers	
  that	
  inhibit	
  the	
  effective	
  discovery	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  EO	
  resources.	
  

o Producing	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  	
  recommendations	
  (based	
  on	
  the	
  initial	
  assessment)	
  that	
  GEO	
  and	
  its	
  
members	
  and	
  participating	
  organizations	
  should	
  take	
  in	
  addressing	
  identified	
  issues.	
  	
  The	
  
exact	
  contents	
  of	
  the	
  report	
  has	
  yet	
  to	
  be	
  determined	
  but	
  may	
  present	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  guidelines	
  that	
  
members	
  should	
  follow.	
  	
  In	
  conjunction	
  with	
  that,	
  this	
  recommendation	
  report	
  will	
  identify	
  a	
  
process	
  whereby	
  GEO	
  establishes	
  and	
  maintains	
  such	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  guidelines	
  and	
  the	
  relationship	
  
of	
  this	
  process	
  to	
  existing	
  international	
  standards	
  bodies	
  and	
  related	
  organizations.	
  

• Assess	
  and	
  report	
  on	
  how	
  WGISS	
  Agency	
  metadata	
  and	
  data	
  can	
  be	
  discovered,	
  searched,	
  
visualized,	
  and	
  accessed–	
  reporting	
  on	
  the	
  current	
  state	
  and	
  making	
  detailed	
  recommendations	
  on	
  
how	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  data	
  discovery,	
  search,	
  visualization,	
  and	
  access	
  mechanisms;	
  make	
  findings	
  
available	
  to	
  those	
  working	
  on	
  other	
  GEO	
  Tasks	
  and	
  activities	
  that	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  evaluation	
  and	
  
progress	
  of	
  the	
  GEOSS	
  common	
  infrastructure	
  set	
  of	
  registries	
  and	
  GEO	
  community	
  portals.	
  

	
  


