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The UK Space Agency

The UK Space Agency (UKSA) is responsible for all strategic decisions on the UK civil space programme and 
providing a clear, single voice for UK space ambitions.

Responsible for:
• leading the UK civil space policy and increasing the UK contribution to European initiatives
• building a strong national space capability, including scientific and industrial centres of excellence and 

investment in UK’s EO collaborative ground segment.
• coordinating strategic investment across industry and academia
• Inspire and train a growing, skilled UK workforce of space technologists and scientists
• National and international space projects in co-operation with industry and academia
• regulating the UK civil space activities and ensuring we meet international treaty obligations
• Coordinating UK space sector engagement and alignment with international fora such as CEOS and GEO
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EO Data Access and Exploitation
• The UK has a vision to be the first choice access point for global users 

and providers of satellite-derived products, delivering growth over the 
long term by maximising the exploitation of EO data and services by 
public, academic, and private sector users, through a reliable, open, 
secure and sustainable capability.

• UKSA initiated a national mirror site, joint funded by UKSA and the 
Satellite Applications Catapult. 

• The Sentinel Data Access Service (SEDAS) portal, part of the UK 
Collaborative Ground Segment, is fully operational and has to date 
ingested over 2 Petabytes of data and been accessed by over 4600 
users.

• STFC and the Satellite Applications Catapult act as agents on behalf of 
UKSA to distribute EO data to the UK academic, government and 
commercial user base.

• UKSA runs the Space for Smarter Government Programme (SSGP)-
which drives the uptake and use of space across the UK public sector 
in order to stimulate growth through pipeline projects and 
demonstrators underpinned by EO data.
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UK ACTIVITIES – DATA PRESERVATION AND 
STEWARDSHIP 
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• Centre for Environmental Data Analysis
• NEODAAS

• Dundee Satellite Receiving Station
• Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

• Met Office
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Quality Indicators in Discovery Metadata and 
Uncertainty

• QA4ECV – National Physical Laboratory

• QA4EO – National Physical Laboratory

• Projects dealing with Uncertainty

• EUSTACE H2020 project – Met Office, CEDA, University of  Reading 

• FIDUCEO - University of  Reading , NPL, CEDA, Met Office

• BACI – CEDA, UCL, Rezatech

• ESA CCI – Met Office, RAL Space
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Standardization and Best Practices

• CODATA
• RDA
• LTDP
• Data Publication and Data Science Journal
• CCSDS 
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FDA Platforms and Elements Landscape
• Platforms

• JASMIN – CEDA

• CEMS - Satellite Applications Catapult

• Data Analysis Service - NEODASS

• JADE - Met Office

• Hartree - STFC

• Agrimetrics Big Data Platform - University of Reading, Rothamsted Research 

• Data Cubes

• Drought and Flood Mitigation Service  - UK RHEA group

• Data cube for Wales –Satellite Applications Catapult 

• PRISE (Data cube for Ghana, Zambia and Kenya) - IPP projects involving Assimila, KCl, CABI

• EarthServer – Plymouth Marine Laboratory

• Analysis Ready Data

• Analysis Ready Data • Landsat/Sentinel - Satellite Applications Catapult -> Sentinel 2 , soon available on 
Sedas the UK dataset

• Provisioning and generation of ARD’s via JASMIN - CEDA

8



9



Questions?
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