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Mister Chairman, Distinguished Guests, on behalf of the Chair of the Committee on Earth Observation
Satellites (CEQS), it is an honour for me to give this statement, coming as it does at the closing of one
decade of the important CEOS-GEO relationship, and the dawning of an exciting new one.

Earth observations from space provide the only comprehensive, global, long-term understanding of the
Earth system and how it changes Satellite data significantly augme e accuracy and quality of
information derived from other sources of Earth Observation d ding to improved scientific
understanding, better informed decision-making, costs savin reater societal benefits, and for
that reason it is a foundation for all GEO activity.

Through the major sustained investments made by j i e the largest space
agencies in the world and major stakeholders us inates the availability of
satellite data to GEO. As of November 2015, CEO servation satellites
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increasing our a significant @@Ritributions to the future success of GEO, and encourage others to do

the same.




