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We, the assembled participants of the 28th Plenary meeting of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS), 
taking place in Tromsø, Norway, on 29 and 30 October, 2014: 
  
Building upon our collective commitments to coordinate our Earth observation satellite missions in response to needs 
expressed by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the UN Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (UNISDR - International Strategy for Disaster Reduction), UN Conventions on Biodiversity and Desertification, 
the intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO), the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) Programmes, the Group of 20 (G20), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
and other stakeholders; 
  
Confirming our Primary Mission to ensure international coordination of civil space-based Earth observations programs 
and promote exchange of data to optimise societal benefit and inform decision making for securing a prosperous and 
sustainable future for humankind; and 
  
Recognising that the successful development of the space-based segment of the Global Earth Observation System of 
Systems, and of global observing systems operated under the auspices of United Nations' Agencies is the result of large 
and sustained investments made by CEOS Agencies; and 
  
Noting the relevance of coordinated space-based observations for the key strategic events that will take place in 2015, 
including the 21st meeting of the UNFCCC Conference Of the Parties (COP-21) in France, the 3rd UN World Conference 
on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) in Japan and the GEO Ministerial Summit; 
  
Declare that: we have agreed to continue to enhance our cooperation to respond effectively to Earth Observation users’ 
needs, and have stressed our commitment to: 
  
•  Monitoring climate from space through the coordinated planning, production, improvement and availability of space-

based climate data records on a global scale. This is a direct response to the GCOS Implementation Plan, as 
requested by the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA);  

  
•  Supporting Disaster Risk Management in the context of both the Millennium Development Goals and the post-2015 

Hyogo Framework for Action and enhancing our contribution of space-based Earth observations in support of Disaster 
Risk Reduction;  

  
•  Continuing to enhance the provision of space-based Earth observations for GEO, whilst maximising the benefits of 

such observations through their integration with in situ data, and participating in GEO governance arrangements that 
reflect the widespread CEOS involvement in, and contributions to, GEO Global Initiatives (such as GFOI, GEOGLAM, 
AfriGEOSS, Blue Planet and the Carbon and Water Strategies),  projects and tasks; 

  
•  Pursuing a coordinated approach to the CEOS contributions for the COP-21, the 3rd World Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction and the 2015 GEO Ministerial.  
  
In addition, CEOS will continue to promote data democracy, address user needs for observations, data quality 
assessment, data discovery and access, and capacity building through its Virtual Constellations, Working Groups and Ad 
Hoc Teams, and will work with its network of Associates, including UN organisations, to enhance stakeholder 
engagement in CEOS activities. 
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CEOS	
  plays	
  a	
  vital	
  role	
  in	
  ensuring	
  coordina6on	
  of	
  Earth	
  observa6ons	
  to	
  enable	
  decisions	
  for	
  securing	
  
a	
  prosperous	
  and	
  sustainable	
  future	
  for	
  humankind.	
  	
  


