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Australia is pleased to update the 43™ session of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice (SBSTA) on a coordinated response to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) needs for satellite observations prepared by the
Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOQS) and the Coordination Group for Meteorological
Satellites (CGMS) Working Group on Climate. CEOS has had the honor to provide input to the
UNFCCC on several previous occasions.

At the 20" session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC in 2014, the 41" session of
SBSTA invited CEOS and CGMS to provide, for SBSTA-43 and the COP-21 in November—December
2015, an updated report on progress made by Space Agencies in providing satellite observations
relevant to the convention needs as set out in the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS)
Implementation Plan.

Since the last report presented to SBSTA-41 CEOS and CGMS have made the following relevant
progress:

Sensing — Data from an Essential Climate Variable (ECV) inventory have been analysed to provide
information complementary to existing CEOS databases.

Climate Record Creation and Preservation — A quantitative assessment of compliance of the GCOS
Essential Climate Variables using GCOS guidelines for dataset preparation has been made. This
analysis will help quantify the level of maturity of datasets, ensure openness and transparency, and
help users judge the utility of the dataset for their application.

Application — CEOS and CGMS have provided GCOS with a final report on Space Agency actions
carried out in the 2011-2015 period in response to the GCOS 2010 Implementation Plan and 2011
Satellite Supplement. This input has been used in the GCOS 2015 status report that will be
presented to SBSTA-43.

Decision Support — CEOS and CGMS joined the World Meteorological Organization and European
Union Joint Research Center on a new report on case studies for climate services.

Since the last report CEOS has also made progress on implementation of its CEOS Strategy for
Carbon Observations from Space, in response to the Group on Earth Observations Carbon Strategy.
CEOS is also responding to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) Water Strategy
Report by preparing a CEOS Strategy for Water Observations from Space, which was recently
endorsed by Space Agencies at the CEOS Plenary in November.

* This report was delivered by Australia as CEOS Chair country.



CEOS ensures international coordination of civil space-based Earth observation
programs and promotes exchange of data to optimize societal benefit and inform
decision making for securing a prosperous and sustainable future for humankind.
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